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BIG BATS FOR BIGGER BASS

It's a beautiful spring moming, and youre naagat-
ing yeur way back behind the inlet when you notice
some surfice activity and criise on over to imvestinte,
Yo notice it's a school of banker and smag one, now
nvefining birn ineo the feeding tenzy. Suddenly, these
i % huge splash and you see the tail of a st s widle
a5 w hroorm smack yor bundker into midair. Now if
that doesit malie your heart skip w beat, you may need
too b up another sport-

This is the type of action you can expect each Apnl
and May as the bunker schools amve in large num-
bers. The ticket to scoring those big bass that arc
gorping on bunker, is to Jocare the bair, g 'wm live,
and present that swimming bunker down desp whese
the stripers hurk.

LOCATING AND SNAGGING BUNKER

My first place m Toak for bunker is at creek mouths
and glomg the beaches, What you look for is the tell-
rale “finning” of the bunkers on the surfsce, On windy | N
days, this can be difficult to cbserve, 5o whut 1 cles is .
look for dark blotches among the rpples. | then arcle
the arés and monitor my fish findec IFT then see
schioolz of bait, I'll begin my attemypts at snagpng
burnker.

This technique i firly casy to master. Using a
weighted treble hook, st into thie schoof, and sweep
the rod in lnng delibermte strokes. Another tochnaque
that’s a bit more difficult to mastes, vet much quicker
and more efficent for catching large amounts of bait is
with a cast net, You will need a net thar |
sinks quickly and has 3 wide radius. 1
presently throw a net that weighs 30
pounds and has a radius of 12 feet.

If locating hunker becomes difficulr,
the st pesort is to look fos the bunker
boats, They are anmistakable in appear-
wrce and usually travel in pains, Ohmoe woi

THE SPAWN
FE

Sinee bass sat thelr aray hoadirst, tail-rigging bunker makes sanss. 1 4lso allows you fo
giinte the swimming Galt fo wihere yor ward il 1o be by appiyiag fighl prassare on B ling.
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2008 MAKO MANIA
MAKO SHARKS

$50,000 In Prizes!

18th Annual Mako Mania Toumament

Cosponsored By Anheuser Buseh-Crown Beer Distributors Of Wall, Ii
TOURNAMENT DATES....SAT/SUN, JUNE 14 &15
CAPTAIN'S MEETING.......FRI, JUNE 13 - 6:30 PM.

FISH EITHER OR BOTH DAYS - TO FASH TWO DAYS, YOU MUST ENTER TWICE

HOSTED BY: CLARK'S LANDING MARINA

Inciding Capkzin's Mestnig & Welgh-ins. Rafesfments & Door Prizes A Cantain's Mesting
Departove 6:00 a.m., Manasquan lnlet « For fnfo. Gall 732-892-3666
Prasented By The Pi. Pleasant Charter Boat hmia_tinn

T P O Frociads Wil Be Doated To FSheres J

! - Please Halp Lis Consenve Our Resoire!

[Entry Fee $325.00 s

EFITER BEFORE JUNE 15T A
Ir.FREE
SUPER CA
TOTAL PRIZE MONEY COU

2002 TOTAL PRIZE MONEY

FI18S8.900
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see the boars wordding the school, pick a
spot a safe distance awsy from them o
hegin srangmng; your own banker.

TACKLE AND RIGGING

When lnelining stripers, I vse a 6-foot
Shakespeare Ugly Stk rared for 15 w0 25
ks, winct @ 5[Lu'|:|:|-' |‘.EI.IZ|l1E,']'I o cast

wrikers and to set the hook on a mophy
bess, T s 0 Citdowrtma 400 spooled with
14-pound G-Power from Caamilatss,
preferring thae reel bor is smooth deag,
the line because its 8 co-polymer
manofilarment with Litde steetch and 4
small diamneter, which provides excellent
casting qualities.

Arlruﬂqj:“h{[u-;iaﬁa end, Tuse 140 4X tre-
ble hook from Gamakatsu. 1tk an
extrernely sharp hook with substantial
bolding power. In ngging the bunker, 1
fike to hook them in the tail, for two ne-
soms. Fimst, bass wsually eat their prey head
firet, and 95 percent of the bass I land are
erther hooked in the roof af their mouth
o in the lipe: The second reason for tail
rigging bunker is that by applying light
prissure on the fine, 1 can guide: my beaie
where T want it to go, towardsa bait
achool, bridge support, or rock pile,

FISHING BUNKER DEEP

Obvicasly the firss place to fshiia
where there are large schools of bunker
present. I can't tell you how enany tiomes
[ seen angless snag bunker only to leme
the scliogl 1.!."|[|||.'|l'|[?'=hjllg it. I you dont
see the school being harssssd nedr the
surfuges, it doesa’t mean that game fish
arer’t down deep feeding from below.
That's where you want to pat ypour bait.

I you dom't have & dewnrigges on your
boest, there’s 4 hormemade downingger sys-
tem I isedd inehe past that wrnpes well.
Count off 40 feet from wour hook, and
pluce a dropper loop in your main hne.
Then, cut 5 12-inch piece of 50-pound
test, tying & 50-pound snap swivel on one
end, and o dropper loap with a 10-ounce
wieight ar the other, Onee you've located o
gringd pod of bait, &g your bonker and let
him swim wamy until the dropper loop
clears your rod tip. Then, snap your 13-
inch segment in the diopper loop on your
nin line and free spool the weaght until
it hits bottom.  Frguring out where the
deepest line of the bait school s located,
suspend your bait undemneath by reeling
up the appropriste wnount of lne.

Bor exarnple, if yondre working a bair
schood on the edpe of 3 channel, and it's
3 feet on the ledge while you'se marking
bags 20 feer denm, try free spoofing the

Bigger Bass conlinued on page 2587



0ld Eels continued rom page 15
- E Add afew e u:‘m’mg-nr}mu tiy busidd up-thie ares
amund the stinless wire,

E Apply a generous two-ton eporey o the shank
all arouind e wise, 40 tbuwhmitdrx:h it will lesche the wire
in place, IF you have @ drying teatan, you can um the hook se
that the epoy will dry evenly, Otherwise simply woit untl the

epoKy starts o aet, and quickly apply it thea. (You are not
loaking for anything pretey; this is purely about funetion.)

€. Lot the hooks dry avernighe. By the next day, the srain-
Tess barh or “spike” hotild heh'eid frinly on the shank, You
-shoald not be able to mrn the bark with your finger.

RIG A FEW
Wipe the dead cel clean of any excess shime with 2 dry
towel,

Bend the ezl firmly in vour hand ot the til (hoth dicee-
tions} 1 bresk ﬂmsp:nt (photo 3},
Usingr dhascron, Ge a paloanir kisot 1o the eye of the sear

hoolz, leswing at least t'.ml'l-'c inches of ducron on either side.
Thread the ends of the dacren through the eye of the ngging

n:adJr..
needle throush the anal vent, then out
throtgh ﬂwmmtg pualling bm:h ends pf the dacron with it
Wirk the eye of the rear hook it the anal vene, and then
rvpwe the fiook up unrl you come 1 the bend of the rear hool; -
Hold the rear biook ot the bend and pull the dacron tight
throagh the mouth to remove any slack (photo 43,

Insert the front hooke Bun the poin gh the ey fust
el the gilk{phato 5). .
Run the dacron of the rear hook tie eve of the

front Roeds making half hitches on sither side. Then make 2
series of hadf hitehies on the shank behind the ey to lock the
connection i place {phote 6.
Trim the ends amd sorme super gl or "Hard as
Maile" 0 che hilf hitches from coming foose (phoro 7).
Pregs the head of the eel to nu]{tsurclﬁcmmhﬁ “spilee”
15 II1 nce iphoto 8,

Make u loop in & spare picce of dacron {or a smaller disme
tee hraid- type mntemﬁppl}l hadf hirches {or o butcher's
knot) st in-frontofthe “spike” o lock e eel o the shank of
thie ook (photo 9% This will keep the eed from sliding dewn
the shank, or ﬁ-::-m liding side v side, Trim the ends ufj.-uur
brmadd, and apply ghwe to t_hu: kot £ The glue you've applied to
these knots wili be dry by the time you finish the ecl)

Run your finges along the befly of the ¢el o find the eye of
the rear-sowash hook, Insert the tip of o korbe throogh the skin
at the belly and through the ey, making a small opening for

inssrtion af the
drywall anchar
{phm 10},

anchoe s that
when inserred, it |
will o abour
three-quarters nf
thie way theensh
bady of the sel.
You will note
the when the tip
of the anchor 1
remioved, yaa
wall e alale g
spread the

:ni‘htrr with your

thn tip E?tha.d

drwnll anchor
apen {slightly)
and line it up &0
thit when
nssrt the i
anihor, the tip
will spread open
om the spine of
the ezl

Tnser the
drywall anchoe
through the
uflﬁl:hicnr h?u.;
il push :'ll.'l ar far
85 Vil cin info

the-eel. This step

might be a litte
swviowand at first; bor with o Tittle practive, you will quickly
learn to feel the anchor settling nto place (photo 11}

Trseert sl serew into the deywall anchor, and apply
preesure while tlu'uuﬂr.:% the sorew until snug, Yoo should feel
the anchor open wniil i Iocks inte the eve of the stwash hoak
{phota 12,

Immediately place the finished cel i ice water, or prepare
b freczing. The skin can quickly dry and then ceack if keft in
thie e nar,

In next week's dssne, we'll finish upewith storing, hook
aense’ and-how to fish them?!

Bigger Bass continred from page 8

ht o the hattom, then meling-up 10 feer, bemnnm a dow
troll around the outer edges of the mass of bait. Onoe hooked
up.ﬁghttheﬁshlmul}wmﬂi:ﬂmpplrlnupmﬂiﬂmu—
inch sejrment, ananagp it, and continoe on fighting the fsh,
This:is whene it helps, of comarse, to fish wirh o buckdy or tw,
it eomes o neiing that big ol bas
Lmybww nPhMLTmmmﬁmﬁﬂﬁmﬂ
" T tey
mImmngﬂ nﬁnhwﬁrﬂm@mﬁmﬁmﬂﬂl
never amie w322 mehes the whole time!
%mﬁmammwmﬂmmm
menhaden are on the move, and then: are big bass on e tul.
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